Benny the Bouncer

Brickfilm script by Simon Beck

“Benny the Bouncer” by Emerson, Lake and Palmer

Music and lyrics by Keith Emerson, Greg Lake and Peter Sinfield

Sets:

Concert stage. Contains drum kit, amps, microphone stand and keyboards including Polymoog, Moog Modular synth and upright piano.

The Palais de Danse. Big Art Deco ex-cinema with “PALAIS” in large LEGO lettering.

Cast:

ELP:

Keith – talented keyboardist – long hair and stubble

Greg – talented bassist/vocalist – as above

Carl – talented drummer – as above

Benny – Bouncer. Scowling face, maybe with beard. Wears a smart suit and a rockabilly hairstyle.

Sidney – Biker. Aggressive face, dressed in black with a black motorcycle cap.

The People – Crowd of assorted grinning morons.

Workmen – Two stage-hands.

Keith is playing the Polymoog. Behind him are Greg on bass and Carl on drums. Beside him is his famous Moog Modular synth.

[Polymoog intro]

Façade of Palais de Danse. Benny is standing by the door. Zoom into Benny’s face.

Benny was the bouncer at the Palais de Danse

He'd slash your granny's face up given half a chance.

Greg is playing his bass and singing into a microphone

He'd sell you back the pieces, all for less than half a quid

He thought he was the meanest-

Body shot of Sidney, walking towards Palais.

Until he met with Savage Sid.

Sidney walks up to Benny with pint of Guinness and pours it on floor.

Now Sidney was a greaser with some nasty roots

He poured a pint of Guinness over Benny's boots

Close-up of Benny’s face, then Sid’s.

Benny looked at Sidney:

Sidney stared right back in his eye.

Each chooses his weapon.

Sidney chose a switchblade

And Benny got a cold meat pie.

Greg playing bass and singing again.

Oh! what a terrible sight,

Crowd of people watching Sidney and Benny fighting. All have happy expressions.

Much to the people's delight.

One hell of a fight.

Keith playing upright piano with beer glass on  top. While playing he somehow manages to drink it. This is intercut with wild fight scene, culminating in the collapse of the Palais.

[Piano solo]

Sidney attacks Benny with an axe, removing his hair. Benny collapses in a pool of red LEGO plates.

Sidney grabbed a hatchet, buried it .... in Benny's head.

The people gasped as he bled:

Large LEGO question-mark, possibly pulsating.

The end of a “Ted”?

The People emerge from the pile of bricks which had been the Palais, some carrying bits of Benny. His head and one leg are absent. They lay the parts out to resemble a minifigure.

Well, they dragged him from the wreckage of the Palais in bits.

They tried to stick together all the bits that would fit.

Benny’s missing leg finally turns up, but his head is nowhere to be found.

But some of him was missing

And "part of him" arrived too late,

The Pearly Gates. Benny stands there, intact but with wings (and a halo?). Sidney approaches  and gets kicked into the distance.

So now he works for Jesus

As the bouncer at St. Peter's gate.

Carl plays a brief drum solo.

[Drum solo]

Keith plays a brief piano solo, then looks around .

[Piano solo]

As Keith plays the coda, two LEGO workmen carry away the Moog Modular in the background

[Piano coda]

THE END

